Policy on Requests for Destruction, Return, or Removal of Materials from the Collection or Circulation (November 1, 2007)

The Library collects, preserves, and makes available and accessible to its users materials on all subjects, topics, and issues, independently of the origin, background, or views of their creators and producers, and the nature of their contents. This is in accordance with the principle of free expression and speech, which is the lifeblood of democracy and a prerogative for unbiased education and intellectual pursuit. This principle finds concrete expression in the First Amendment and is supported by a number of policies implemented by the American Library Association, in particular the Freedom to Read Statement, the Library Bill of Rights, and the Intellectual Freedom Principles for Academic Libraries. These policies, among other things, state that: 

· It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to make available the widest diversity of views and expressions, including those that are unorthodox, unpopular, or considered dangerous by the majority (Freedom to Read Statement, Art. 1).

· Publishers, librarians, and booksellers do not need to endorse every idea or presentation they make available. It would conflict with the public interest for them to establish their own political, moral, or aesthetic views as a standard for determining what should be published or circulated (Freedom to Read Statement, Art. 2).

· Materials should not be excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their creation (Library Bill of Rights, Art. 1).
· Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current and historical issues (Library Bill of Rights, Art. 2).

· In the interests of research and learning, it is essential that collections contain materials representing a variety of perspectives on subjects that may be considered controversial (Intellectual Freedom Principles for Academic Libraries, Art. 3).
Based on the principles, the policies and the recommendations indicated above, the Library will evaluate any requests for destruction, return, or removal of items in the collection because of their real, alleged, or presumed controversial nature and contents. In so doing, the Library will not distinguish a priori between requests from the creators/producers of the items in question and requests from other parties.  However, any decisions in regard to these items will be based entirely and uniquely upon the Library’s judgment and discretion.  Such a decision may be to remove controversial items from the open stacks, and to impose restriction on access, in recognition of the fact that, by making controversial items liberally accessible, the Library may expose them to potential damage or theft by those who advocate their removal or destruction on the basis of their nature and contents.

In the case of a gift, the donor’s request for an item to be returned or removed will be considered on a case by case basis.

Documents Consulted
· Library Bill of Rights (ALA)

http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/statementspols/statementsif/librarybillrights.htm
· Freedom to Read Statement (ALA) http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/statementspols/ftrstatement/freedomreadstatement.htm
· Intellectual Freedom Principles for Academic Libraries: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights (Adopted by ACRL Intellectual Freedom Committee: June 28, 1999)
http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/statementspols/statementsif/interpretations/ifprinciplesacademiclibraries.pdf
· Statement on Freedom of Expression in Research Libraries (Adopted by the Canadian Association of Research Libraries in June 1986)

http://www.carl-abrc.ca/about/freedom_of_expression-e.html
· A Statement on Intellectual Freedom in Libraries (Adopted by the Annual General Conference of the Japan Library Association on May 30, 1979)
http://www.jla.or.jp/jiyu/english.html
· Policy on Returning or Destroying Materials on Request (Cornell)
http://www.library.cornell.edu/colldev/returningordestroying.html
· Policy on Request for Removal of Materials from the Collection or from General Circulation Due to Allegations of Dubious Scholarship (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign)
http://www.library.uiuc.edu/administration/collections/policies/policy_on_removal_of_materials.htm
