RLIN21 Searching Examples and Training Walk-Through 

--draft run thru

Last updated: 10/25/2004

Basic structural difference in searching the RLG Union Catalog: Command line (the default) vs. the alternate searches: Title, Author, Subject, ISBN, ISSN, LCCN, Record ID. The Command Line is the default. The alternate searches are either number searches or browse searches. All of the alternate searches can be evoked in the Command Line search, but results will be different for browse type searches because the Command Line is NOT a browse search. When a demonstration is performed, we will compare both types of searches when this is appropriate.

New changes in display:

This will also serve to demonstrate the Record ID search. 

Non-roman scripts display for ALL accounts:

Command line search selected:

id CTYO91-B2400 result: Huo xi lue

COMMENT: note that “fi” or “find” or “fin” can be left out of the command line search; the fi was required in RfW..

Record ID search selected:

CTYN03-S43 result: Dalil al-sailh = tourist guide

CTYH02-B351 result:  Aharit davar

If you are a non-roman cataloger you should NEVER download a non-roman record to your workstation. 

NUMBER SEARCHES

Comment on number searches. Number searches no longer have a price differential from other types of searches. All search charges are generally the same. However, inefficient searches consume connect time, and we can’t afford to be connected too long, so there is still a good case for preferring number searches when available.  (This is why we won’t even bother to address keyword searching!)
LCCN searching.  

Command line search selected:

lccn 2004010770
LCCN search selected:

2004010770

<try using lccn 2004010770 if LCCN search is selected; should get no results>

ISBN searching.

Command line search selected:

isbn 0393046745

ISBN search selected:

0393046745

<try using isbn  0393046745 if ISBN search is selected; should get no results>

This isbn search should retrieve more than one record.  Here might be a good time to demonstrate use of point and click to select a particular LI within a cluster. 

ISSN searching

Command line search selected:

issn 0448-2794

ISSN search selected:

0448-2794

Other number searches MUST use  the Command Line: 

Command line search selected for government document number (086): 

doc GA 1.13:RCED-99-254

Note that the number may be truncated:

doc ga 1.13:rced?

No equivalent alternate search 
Command line search for a scores publisher number (028): 

num 160-00206

Again, no equivalent alternate search.

There is a table of standard number indexes in the RLG Union Catalog Help document; unhelpful in that it doesn’t indicate which MARC 21 field is mapped to the index. 

At the end of the number search walk-thru might be a good place to demonstrate the Previous Searches link, which allows you to go back to your earlier searches without re-keying.

TITLE AND AUTHOR SEARCHES. 

The assumption is that most acq/copy cataloging needs are fulfilled by either title searches or (for some serials) corporate name when a number search is not available.  Will also cover personal name searches since this will be helpful perhaps for Research Services and NACO work, and for music cataloging. 

Try to demonstrate re-sorting and the back/forward buttons in the course of demonstrating these searches. Demonstrate re-sorting whenever a retrieved set is large.

Master and commander: command line tp search vs. title (browse search). Note that quotation marks are not used to surround the phrase, even though the boolean operator and  is in the title. Note that this search also demonstrates that there are no separate format files; the first title retrieved on tp is a video. For Acquisitions, in addition to checking for the right edition, you will need to make sure you are downloading a record in the appropriate format.
Command line search selected:

tp master and commander results: 17

tp master and commander? results:  22

Title search selected. Note that the truncation symbol is not used; however, truncation will be supplied by the computer. 

master and commander results 20 + 6

Weale’s scientific & technical series. Another title search, this time for a series. Unlike and, there are 2 symbols that function as boolean operators that may be left out of the phrase without affecting the results. The symbols are + and &. 

Command line search selected: 

tp Weale’s scientific & technical series  results: 72

or 

tp Weale’s scientific technical series results: 72 

However, since the $v appears to be included as part of the phrase in the RLIN indexing, you are better off truncating with the ?. (Remember this if you search in the RLG Union Catalog when doing NACO series work)

tp Weale’s scientific & technical series? results: 124

or 

tp Weale’s scientific technical series? results: 124

Title search selected: 

Weale’s scientific & technical series results: 72 + <listing of all items in series that also have a volume number. Listing is in decimal order, like Voyager, and the form of the caption affects the sequence>

or 

Weale’s scientific technical series  results: 72 + < listing of all items in series that also have a volume number. Listing is in decimal order, like Voyager, and the form of the caption affects the sequence >

CAUTION: it appears that the & should always be left off the search when using NAF. (RLG will eventually rebuild the NAF and SAF databases that would account for the normalization of & and +, but this has not yet occurred.) This will only be of concern to NACO catalogers, however. 
Texas A & M University: command line cp searching vs. author (browse) search. Note that quotation marks are not used to surround the phrase, despite the boolean operator. 

Command Line search selected:

cp texas a & m university results: 321

cp texas a m university results: 321

cp texas a & m university? results: 1730

Author search selected. Note that the index term cp is NOT included in the search. 

texas a & m university <no ?; browse result shows subordinate bodies>

[Of concern only for NACO catalogers] As with Weale’s scientific and technical series,  searches in the NAF for corporate names should leave off the ampersand and the plus. 

BUT compare use of truncation in command line cp vs author (browse) search:

Searching for: Ansambl pesni i pliaski Sovetskoi Armii <the Soviet Army Chorus>

Command Line search selected:

cp ansambl?armii results: 64

Author search selected 

ansambl?armii results 2 (because there was a typo [ansambli] in some headings in the database)

but,  if full form is used for Author search

Ansambl pesni i pliaski Sovetskoi Armii  results: 59 hits with near hits for the typos.

DO NOT USE INTERNAL  TRUNCATION WITH BROWSE SEARCHES!

Note, however,  that browse searches are automatically right truncated. 

Personal names. This will be of interest mainly for Research Services and NACO catalogers. Note that music catalogers will have to use a different strategies and guidelines. 

Command line pn, pe search vs. Author (browse) search:

Remember: must include the comma! including hyphen is optional, but if you leave it out, it must be replaced with a space.

Searching for books by Heckstall-Smith, Anthony

Command line search:

pn heckstall-smith, a  

or 

pn heckstall smith, a  
Results: 437 (too large to be useful)

pe heckstall-smith, a  

or 

pe heckstall-smith, a? 

or 

pe heckstall smith, a 

or 
pe heckstall-smith, a?  

Results 0

Author search

heckstall-smith, a  

or 

heckstall-smith, a  

Results: 19 (precise) and 5 additional with dates or typos in dates.

For NACO, and for retrieving the works of relatively non-voluminous authors, the Author search is to be preferred. 

Remember: in Voyager you can leave out the comma between the last name and the first name; you cannot leave out the comma in RLIN.  Also, if you leave out the hyphen in a hyphenated name, you must replace the hyphen with a space.

heckstall-smith a

heckstall-smith anthony

heckstallsmith, a

*****************************************************************

If there is time, compare different types of searches to be used for someone with an apostrophe in the surname, like Bill O’Reilly or Patrick O’Brian. 

This is not RLIN21 specific, but worth knowing. For surnames with apostrophes, some searches work and others don’t. Note that in the heckstall-smith example above, it is OK to substitute a space for the hyphen, but it is not OK to close up the space. The opposite is true for names with apostrophes. Either include the apostrophe or close up the space. 

Since Author Search is to be preferred for personal names, no Command Line examples are given. 

Author search

o’reilly, bill

oreilly, bill

o’brian, patrick

obrian, patrick

********************************************************************

Combination Searches and Limiting

However, for precision and efficiency in retrieval for voluminous authors often encountered in music, only the Command line allows the searching refinements needed: 

Searching for the musical score for Vincent Persichetti’s 3rd piano sonata 

Author search (doesn’t allow for combination searches)

persichetti, vincent result: 1022 + records--too many to page through given limited port access

Command line search:

pn persichetti, vincent and tp sonatas piano no.3?; lim mat sco

Result: 3 records, all for this work. Comment: this assumes you know how to structure music uniform titles. Note the use of combined indexes (personal name AND title phrase). Note the use of the semicolon to “chain” the limit command to the combined index search in order to exclude recordings.

Compare:

Command line search 

pn persichetti, vincent and tp sonatas piano no.3?; lim mat rec
Result: 1 hit.

Combining index terms searches and chaining limits can only be used in Command Line searches. See the table in the RLIN21 Help document.

· Combine index terms using boolean operators: and/or/not. 

· Chain limits using the semicolon followed by lim mat/pd/cp/lg/loc
· More than one limit can be used, just add another semicolon 

· The original limit in RfW was 2,000; it’s 10,000 in RLIN21.

Skill in the use of combining indexes and chaining limits can be beneficial not just to music catalogers. However, if you aren’t working with composers, it’s probably simpler just to use the Limit link to refine a previous search. One significant benefit is that the Limit link may be used after a browse search, as long as one of the items in the browse list has been selected. (However, keep in mind that you can’t chain limits with the Limit link). 

To find British editions of Patrick O’Brian’s Master and commander (recently made into a film with the same title):

Title search

master and commander

Result: Browse list indicates 20 hits on master and commander. Reminder: no charge on browse search until you click on one of the hits on the list. If nothing looks promising, don’t click just for the sake of clicking.

Click on the master and commander posting. List of brief records displays.

Now click on Limit and select Material Type, then Books (to eliminate audiobooks and videos). Result: 16. Note that one of the first items is not by Patrick O’Brian, so we need to limit by author. 

Click on Limit and select Other. Enter 100 for the tag and o’brian, patrick for the value. Reminder: don’t use obrian, patrick; don’t use o’brian patrick <without comma>.This reduces to 14. Comment: at the moment, the language limit is unreliable since it retrieves both works in the original language and translations from the original language. 

Click on Limit and select Country of Publication, then select United Kingdom. This reduces to 6. 

If you click on Year, the list re-sorts from earliest publication date to latest. (If you click again, the list re-sorts in reverse chronological order, latest to earliest)

If there is time, here are more detailed examples of Command line chaining and limiting combinations.

Limiting by material: ;lim mat <code> Codes: mix/amc, bks, ele/mdf, map, rec, sco, con/ser, vim

To retrieve books beginning with harry potter (i.e. to exclude videos and audiobooks):

tp harry potter?;lim mat bks

To limit by language: ;lim lg <date code used in 041> or ;lim lan <date code used in 041>

If someone asks,  you can get a list of language codes by going to the Cataloging at Yale/Tools and Resources page, scrolling to the LC section, clicking on the Cataloging Policy and Support Office link, and scrolling to the Cataloging Tools and Documentation section. (Or use Cataloger’s Desktop if you have authorization; or click on the 008 Language fixed field on any book record in the Voyager Cataloging module if you have authorization to search Voyager Cataloging.)

http://www.library.yale.edu/cataloging/tools.htm
To retrieve French translations of the Harry Potter books.

tp harry potter?;lim mat bks;lim lg fre

Comment: if you leave off lim mat bks you will get U.S. videos of Harry Potter because the program checks 041 and most DVDs have multiple language codes in 041. Program checks in 008 if there is no 041 (I guess). Also, due to what appears to be a flaw in the programming, the RLIN program is checking in both 041 $a and $h. If you try to limit the search by the original language (in this case eng), you will retrieve all translations as well as books in the original language. 

To limit by date: ;lim pd  <year> ;lim pd after <year> ;lim pd before <year>

You can use “date” or “d” instead of “pd”

To retrieve French translations of the Harry Potter books published after 2000

tp harry potter?;lim mat bks;lim lan fre;lim pd after 2000

Since the above retrieves both books about and the works themselves in translation, we could also do a boolean chain for the author:

tp harry potter? and pn rowling, j k;lim mat bks;lim lan fre;lim pd after 2000

To limit by country of publication: ;lim cp <country code>

If the question comes up, refer to the explanation above for finding the language code list. The country of publication list is on the same CPSO page. 

Since the text of the Harry Potter books differs in the U.S. and English editions, but we also know the subtitles also differ and can’t remember which is which …

tp harry potter? and pn rowling, j k;lim mat bks;lim pd after 2000;lim cp enk

To limit by LI: ;lim loc <library identifier code> or ;lim li <library identifier code>

The RLIN identifier codes are at:

http://www.rlg.org/en/page.php?Page_ID=824
There is also a link from the RLIN21 Help Documentation.

To retrieve all Harry Potter books cataloged by LC: 

tp harry potter? and pn rowling, j k;lim loc dclc

Results: 14
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