Searching the Bibliographic Utilities: Best Practices Cheat Sheet

See http://www.library.yale.edu/cataloging/Orbis2Manual/searchingbest.htm for complete information regarding specific cases where one utility will provide better results than another. 

The general practice should be to search LCDB first. If no record exists in LCDB, search OCLC second, and RLIN21 when needed. OCLC is generally cheaper to search than RLIN21. We are charged for each export in either utility.

With one exception, the charge for each search in RLIN21 costs approximately 23% more than the same search in OCLC. That exception is OCLC’s browse search “sca ti=”. This search should be avoided unless absolutely necessary. Avoid re-searching in the utilities if usable copy has already been exported into Orbis.

	
	LCDB
	Charged in OCLC
	Charged in RLIN21

	Numeric Searches (ISBN, ISSN, DOC, etc.)
	Free
	Yes
	Yes

	Record ID search
	Free
	Yes
	No

	Keyword search (“Keyword/Numeric” box in Connexion)
	Free
	Yes
	Avoid (use browse search)

	     ● Opening one or more records or clusters retrieved
	Free
	No additional charge for each record
	No additional charge for opening clusters and records

	Browse Search (“sca ti=” in Connexion; radio buttons in RLIN21)) 
	Free
	Avoid. Hidden charges add up quickly. Use “Keyword/Numeric” search instead.
	●Not charged if no records are opened. ●Charged when a record is opened.

	     ● Opening records retrieved in browse search
	Free
	Charged for each record opened
	Only charged for the first record opened

	Command line search
	Free
	Avoid (Use Keyword Search). Exception: ISBN searches
	Yes

	    ● Opening one or more records or clusters retrieved
	Free
	No additional charge for each record
	No additional charge for opening clusters


