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The OACIS project proposes as part of its overall goal to “exploit electronic networked information technologies” in the creation of an openly available source of scholarly information by creating an electronic union list of Middle Eastern serials and journals.  To this end, we ask that OACIS partners and future participating members comply with the following:

Participation tasks

Data:

· Data submitted to the OACIS system should conform to MARC standards (see: http://www.loc.gov/marc/) for bibliographic and holdings records.  If a participating institution does not use MARC as a standard in its library management system, we then ask that:

· Information be provided to enable the data to be converted to MARC format, 

or

· The member use web functionality in the system for data entry.

· Data should be refreshed on a quarterly basis, in the months of February, May, August, and November.  The participating library should make arrangements to send the data via a standardized method approved by the OACIS team. 

· Data submitted to the OACIS system should conform to the language and country of publication and subject matter specified in separate data extract specification documentation.  

Library services:

· The participating libraries must be willing to experiment with Interlibrary Loan services (ILL)* between OACIS participants for items in the OACIS system from their institutions during a fixed period of time, and to joining in or continuing with ILL if the experiment is considered successful. 
· Participants agree to try to improve the quality of their bibliographic and holdings data as needed and possible to ensure the best possible record of relevant holdings at their library.  

· Participating libraries must be willing to consider joining in possible future digitizing efforts either through loaning material to be digitized to other participating members or through actively producing digitized content to contribute to the OACIS program.

Improving OACIS:

· The participants agree to participate in periodic questionnaires and other assessment surveys regarding the project and/or evaluations of system features and modifications.

· The participants agree to actively engage in the project, its conception, design, challenges, e-mail list, brainstorming, etc. to promote the best possible OACIS program.
Project promotion

· Members should be prepared to actively promote the OACIS program with non-participating libraries, within their institutions and through other typical publicity channels.  

Benefits of participation

· A public good, in that more comprehensive information about the availability and location of serials of interest to Middle Eastern studies will be available to scholars in the field.

· In libraries outside the Middle East, improved knowledge of and access to language materials from less commonly available languages.

· Interlibrary loan sharing with libraries outside typical networks of current participation.

· Developing closer collaborative ties with libraries all over the world that collect serials of Middle East relevance.

· Option to allow holdings availability amongst participants to drive local acquisition decisions.

*Interlibrary Loan referred to herein is the provision of copies (via postal mail, facsimile, or secure electronic transmission) of documents from the serials included in the OACIS database.

