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T. Paul Schultz

Abst r act
Regressi ons across countries from1960 to 1995 are di scussed to
docurent African poor performance in terns of infant and child
nortality, life expectation, and school enrollnent rates, controlling
for national incone, wonen’'s and nen’s school i ng, and urbani zati on.
It is concluded that intercountry regressions do not yet help us
determne the consequences of this shortfall in these forns of hunan
capital investnents on the region’s economc growh. The paper then
exam nes m croeconom c estinates based on househol d surveys of the
productive payoff in Sub-Saharan Africa to nutrition and health, as
proxi ed by adult height and wei ght-for-height, and to education,
proxi ed by years of schooling conpl eted, by |evel. ases due to
househol d het erogenei ty and sanpl e sel ection are assessed in the cases
of Ghana and Gote d'Ivoire. Political restrictions in South Africa
before 1993 are interpreted as accounting for the | ow |l evel s of
educational attai nnent of nonwhites, and these quotas offer a supply
expl anation for the corresponding high rates of return to secondary
and post - secondary school ing for those nonwhites who still nanaged to
obtai n such an education. Sudies evidence is then considered on the
wage returns to variation in the local quality of schooling, which
appear to benefit disproportionately the above-average i ncone
househol ds in Africa, as in nost other |owincone settings.
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