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Abstract

This paper andyzesthe various policy dimens onswhich have contributed to successful human devel opment
(HD) performance in developing countries over the past three decades. We identify the four best HD
performers in each of the regions, taking their level of life expectancy and infant mortdity, as wel as
improvements in these dimensions over time, as the indicators. Examining the dements underlying HD
performance reveds that a variety of combinations of vigorous economic growth, government socia
expenditure ratios and equitable digtribution of income can lead to successful human development. None
of the* successful’ countries performed well in every dimension conduciveto HD success, rather, it appears
that doing well with respect to some e ements can compensate for rel ative weaknessin others, even weak
economic growth. It does appear, however, that one condition crucid in every case was ardatively high
femde primary enrolment ratio; in many cases the extent of femae control over the family’sincome adso

proved significant.



