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Report of the Advisor

On October 6 through October 8th of 2002 the Fortunoff
Video Archive observed its twentieth anniversary. Forty-one
scholars and writers, many from abroad, gathered to deliver
talks on “The Contribution of Oral Testimony to Holocaust
and Genocide Studics,” or to read from their own fiction and
poetry. Hadassah Lieberman opened the conference, and Elie

“Wiesel, introduced by President Richard Levin, gave the . @ ‘ THE CONTRIBUTION
keynote, “The Imperative of Testimony: Speaking of . ‘ OF ORAL TESTIMONY

Unspeakable Evil,” to a packed audience in Yale’s Battell
Chapel. A ceremonial dinner welcomed long-time supporters
of the Fortunoff Archive, and guest speakers included Eli
Evans, President of the Charles H. Revson Foundation, Martin Fortunoff Video Archive for
Butora, Slovakia’s Ambassador to the United States, and . ‘ | | Holocaust Testimonies
Anthony Kronman, Dean of the Yale Law School. The Con- .
fererice was co-sponsored by the Yale Library, the Beinecke
Rare Book and Manuscripts Library, the Judaic Studies Depart-
ment, as well as other Yale departments in the Humanities and
Social Sciences. We owe special thanks to Darrell Ross (Yale
’69), the Charles H. Revson Foundation, the Edward J. and
Dorothy Clarke Kempf Memorial Fund, Patricia and Robert
Weis (Yale, '41) and James and Jacqueline Gordon (Yale *98).

It was an occasion that allowed us to review the past and
recommit ourselves to the future. An exhibit
(http://www.library.yale.edu/NotaBene/exhibits. htm#online)
in Sterling Memorial Library assembled by archivist Joanne
Rudof illustrated the Archive’s history, from the time it was
launched by a local group of survivors and concerned New
Haveners who came together in 1979 under the leadership of
Laurel Vlock, Dori Laub and William Rosenberg to organize
the “Holocaust Survivors Film Project.” After the HSFP
deposited some 200 survivor testimonies in December 1981,
the Yale Video Archive opened its doors in Sterling Library in
October 1982, supported by a start-up grant from the Revson
Foundation. In 1987 the Archive received an endowment from
the late Alan Fortunoff, and it was named in memory of his
parents, Max and Clara Fortunoff.

The conference was dedicated to the memory of four
people without whose help the Fortunoff Archive could not
have succeeded. Alan Fortunoff had continued to take an active
interest in the Archive and supported it year by year till his
death in July, 2000. Laurel Vlock’s initial vision sparked the
entire enterprise. Without her indefatigable labors, the HSFP
would not have come into being, and she continued to support
its successor, the Yale Video Archive. Willy Rosenberg, head of
the Farband, supported Laurel Vlock’s initiative enthusiastically. L
Willy was a true guardian: he came to the Archive regularly Conference program cover.
and always “rallied the troops” when there was financial need.
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