
About Crawl Space 
 
The poems in Crawl Space were composed using a typewriter, 
working on commercial paint sample cards; each card is an exam-
ple of a different shade of white interior house paint. The tools of 
composition provided useful constraints and suggestions, which 
are evident in both the form and content of the poems—a medita-
tion on walls, both real and metaphorical, in marriage and the 
trappings of domesticity. I drafted versions of each of the poems 
(necessitating frequent trips to Home Depot to replenish paint 
card supplies) and eventually made a few complete sets, one of 
which is housed in the Yale Collection of American Literature at 
the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library at Yale Univer-
sity.  
 
The following is a sample of the 24 poems in the series. 
 
—Suzanne Heyd 






